
Debbie’s Note

Happy New Year and welcome back! 
It was terrific to see so many of you at 
the Winter Performance. All of our 
singers, dancers, musicians and actors 
were fabulous. Thank you to everyone 
who worked so hard to make our per-
formance such a success.

“Teachers are our greatest public ser-
vants,” said Solomon Ortiz, a four-
teen-term Congressman from Texas, 
“they spend their lives educating our 
young people and shaping our nation 
for tomorrow.” The Mary McDowell 
Center is fortunate to have some of 
the most dedicated and gifted teachers 
in New York City. Their excellence 
goes beyond their skill in the class-
room. Our teachers make home visits, 
write and act in plays, comfort crying 
students, keep children company who 
are waiting to be picked up long after 
dismissal, meet for hours before 
school, after school and on weekends 
to develop new curricula, serve on 
various committees, volunteer for the 
Annual Event—I could go on and on. 

Our faculty consists not only of capa-

ble, talented educators but of individu-
als who love children and understand 
their needs. Nurturing comes natural-
ly to our teachers. They are not just 
caring and compassionate because 
their jobs require them to be—they 
are caring and compassionate because 
that is who they are. My thanks for all 
they do can never be overstated.

In January and February the school 
will once again be transformed into a 
museum for MMCL’s 10th Annual 
Museum Week. The middle school 
division’s museum will be on January 
27th and 28th and the elementary 
school division’s will be the week of 
February 1st. Each of the classes will 
offer presentations based on their fall/
early winter social studies curriculum 
and include hands-on displays, perfor-
mances, exhibitions and other projects 
throughout the school. We hope many 
of you will come to the museums to 
see our students’ incredible work.

On a final note, we will be launching 
our sixth annual Read-A-Thon on 
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MMCL is proudly celebrating its twenty-fifth anniversary this year!  In the 
spirit of looking back, we’ve dusted off the archives to bring you some of our 
favorite trivia from years past.  How well do you know your MMCL history?

1) What is the name of the child-loving reptile who came to visit in 1985 
and decided to stay?
2) What was Mark Doty’s first job at the school?
3) What piece of furniture did we bring from the Brooklyn Meeting House 
as a memento of our time there?

 Stumped?  See page 10 for answers.

To find out my name, see page 10. 
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January 20 & 21 ....  Aladdin Junior performances at 7pm at Summit Street; to reserve a seat 
		             call 718-625-3939 and ask for the middle school front desk or email elizabethl@mmcl.net

January 27 ..............  6th and 8th Grade Museum Day at Summit Street

January 28 ..............  7th Grade Museum Day at Summit Street and Read-A-Thon begins

Jan. 30 - Feb. 6 .......  8th Grade Trip to Costa Rica

February 1 - 5 ........  Elementary School Museum Week at Bergen Street

February 24 ...........  Coffee & Chat at Summit Street

P. A. News
We hope you’ve had a great holiday break and that 
your 2010 has gotten off to a wonderful start.  Our 
December 3rd PA meeting, which was also Sibling 
Night, was jam-packed with more than 40 parents.  We 
had the pleasure of having Annette Spallino, coordina-
tor of Sibling Services at the AHRC, enlighten us 
about the unique relationship traditional learners have 
with their LD siblings.  Annette covered many perti-
nent topics including issues for different age groups, 
fears and strategies to make sibling interactions as har-
monious as possible.

While Annette spoke to parents, MMCL staff and 
teachers conducted Sibling Workshops with 40+ 
brothers and sisters of MMCL students up in the class-
rooms.  Both the kids and teachers gave rave reviews, 
including Raine, age 10, big sister to Stella Sroge 
Johnson of the Obadiah Room.  Raine was jazzed to be 
in Beth’s group, excited to learn about famous people 
with LDs (like Albert Einstein and John Lennon) and 
especially enjoyed the school tour.

We received feedback that teachers were also ener-
gized by the experience.  Franziska reported that she 
was thrilled to be assigned an adorable group of 5 and 
6 year olds.  Among the activities youngsters took part 

in were an “icebreaker” exercise, reading a modified 
version of Patricia Polacco’s Thank You, Mr. Falker 
(which is about the author’s own struggle with learn-
ing to read) and ending up with a tour of MMCL.

Special thanks to Annette and also to MMCL parent 
Lisa Sinsheimer who outdid herself by baking a won-
derful array of treats for the event.  For more informa-
tion about Annette’s groups at AHRC, visit www.ahrc-
nyc.org.  Annette is also involved in the Sibling 
Support Project, which offers sibling workshops—Sib-
shops, a therapeutic recreational program for sibs with 
sibs who have LDs or other health issues.  Find out 
more about Sibshops at www.siblingsupport.org.

In addition to the next PA meeting on February 10th, 
here are some PA-sponsored events you can look for-
ward to in the next few months:

March 13th	             Family Fun Crafts Day
April 15th	             PA Meeting
April 17th	             Family Fun Swim Day
April 20-24th	         Middle School Spring Book Fair 

at Summit Street

Until next month,
Cathy and Mindy

Mindy Boslow
Co-President

mboslow@earthlink.net
212-662-6168

Maria Nunes
Co-President

mnunes212@mac.com
347-529-5240

Merry Alpern-Illig
Treasurer 

bambiwolfe@yahoo.com
718-636-0097

Cathy Brown 
Secretary

firewrite@aol.com
718-499-6199

Upcoming Events You Won’t Want to Miss!
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MMCL’s annual spring benefit will celebrate 25 years of 
outstanding education for children with learning disabili-
ties.  It will take place on Wednesday, May12th, from 
6:00 PM to 10:00 PM at the Tribeca Rooftop in 
Manhattan.

We are truly delighted that John Patrick Shanley, whose 
son attended MMCL, will join us in honoring three 
inspiring individuals whose lives ref lect the mission of 
our school.  Hailing from the Bronx, John is an award-
winning playwright, director and screenwriter.  For his 
play, Doubt, he received both the Tony Award and the 
Pulitzer Prize.  John has written and directed several suc-
cessful films.  For his script of Moonstruck he received 
both the Writers Guild of America Award and an 
Academy Award for best original screenplay. 

Bestselling children’s book author and illustrator, 
Patricia Polacco is the 2010 recipient of Adam’s Prize, 
given each year to a person whose triumph over learning 
disabilities as a child or whose work on behalf of such 
children merits public recognition.  It is named for Adam 
Weiner, the son of Susan L. Weiner, one of the school’s 
founding board members.  Ms. Polacco struggled in 
school until age fourteen, when a perceptive teacher rec-
ognized her dyslexia and helped her learn to read.  Early 
years spent listening to her grandparents’ wonderful sto-
ries and drawing and painting nurtured her talent for cre-
ating books.  Last year, Ms. Polacco spent a day with our 
children and they absolutely loved her.

On the occasion of our 25th anniversary, we are very 
proud to recognize two women who have shaped the 
growth of our school and to whom we owe a great deal of 
gratitude for MMCL’s success: Susan L. Weiner and 
Deborah Edel.

Susan L. Weiner will receive the Founder’s Award.  It 
was Susan’s vision of a school in Brooklyn for children 
with learning disabilities that launched MMCL 25 years 
ago. After two years of planning, Susan ran the school the 
first year.  Susan’s son Adam had learning needs that 
motivated her to initiate the program, though Adam 
never attended MMCL.  Susan worked closely with 
senior members of Brooklyn Friends Meeting, including 
Violet Longobardi, Norman Krisberg, Jean Sterrett and 
Ed Doty as well as with Kay Edstene, then the head of 
Brooklyn Friends School.  Susan has remained a Trustee 
of MMCL, helping guide it through its amazing growth.  
For the past 15 years, Susan has worked as a national 
advocate on behalf of children with cancer and their 
families, founding the Washington-based Children’s 
Cause for Cancer Advocacy.  She has served on many 
advisory committees for federal agencies and national 
organizations concerned with research, treatment and 
care for children with cancer.

Deborah Edel will receive the Violet Longobardi Award 
for Extraordinary Dedication and Commitment, awarded 
to a person whose tireless dedication and outstanding 
contributions to the school merit recognition. As school 
psychologist and admissions director since MMCL’s sec-
ond year, Deborah has played a key role in the school’s 
advancement.  She has dedicated her career of over 40 
years to helping children with learning disabilities to suc-
ceed academically, socially and emotionally.  Deborah is 
also a co-founder and trustee of the Lesbian Herstory 
Archives and served on the Board of the Women’s 
Funding Coalition. 

To find out more about the 25th anniversary celebration, 
call L.J. Mitchell, Director of Development 
at (718)625-3939.

Honorees: Patricia Polacco, Susan L. Weiner & Deborah Edel
Master of Ceremonies:  John Patrick Shanley

25th Anniversary                                          
Celebration    
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Thursday, January 28th. The Read-A-Thon brings stu-
dents together with family and friends to encourage read-
ing and build literacy skills and to raise money for our sis-
ter school, Lwamaya Primary School, in Uganda and for 
several other worthy causes.  This year we will kick off 
the program with Wacky Hat Day, when both students 
and faculty are encouraged to wear their wildest, zaniest 
hats to school.  In addition, elementary school students 
will end the program with Pajama Day.  The Read-A-
Thon will last through Friday, February 26th.  Please see 
page 13 in the newsletter for more details.

With the Read-A-Thon in mind, I’d like to tell you about 
an excellent book I read called Half the Sky: Turning 
Oppression Into Opportunity for Women Worldwide. 
Written by New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof 

and his wife Sheryl WuDunn, it argues that empowering 
women in the third world is the key to ending poverty.  
By making education and health care readily available to 
them and providing them with other resources, women 
can become critical agents of economic and social change 
in their countries.  We can help, the authors write, by con-
tributing to organizations that work to empower women 
and by volunteering.  Reading Half the Sky reinforced my 
belief that educating everyone, especially girls, is essen-
tial for putting an end to poverty.  It also reaffirmed our 
commitment to raising money for such worthy causes as 
our sister school in Uganda and Red Hook Rise in 
Brooklyn.  I can’t recommend a more powerful account of 
how empowering women can change the world.  Our 
community service projects make a difference in the lives 
of these women and people all over the world.

Continued from page 1 (Debbie’s Note)

Che c k i n g  i n  wi t h  ou r  A lu m n i

Eve Omansky moved on from the Mary McDowell 
Center for Learning in 2001 after three years.  She 
attended The Churchill School and Center, graduating 
from high school in 2005.  After studying science at 
Farleigh Dickenson College for two years, Eve decided 
to take some time off to enroll in an EMT (Emergency 
Medical Technician) certification course here in New 
York City.  She applied and was accepted this semester.  
In addition to rigorous coursework, Eve was required to 
do two twelve-hour tours on an ambulance.  She found 
it challenging but it also confirmed her decision to 
become an EMT.  She completed the course and took 
the final yesterday.  Eve not only passed, she scored in 
the top ten percent of her class!  She will sit for the state 
exam next Friday, January 15th.  Eve plans to stay on in 
New York to find full-time work as an EMT.  She con-
tinues to be interested in science and will attend college 
part-time while she is working.

Eve maintains her friendships with some of her MMCL 
classmates and visited both 20 Bergen and Summit 
Street recently to see staff.  She spent part of a day in the 
nurse’s office at the middle school observing and learn-

ing.  The middle schoolers asked her about college and 
life after MMCL.  They really enjoyed chatting with her 
and asked her to visit again soon.

Kris Hallam
Mother of Andrew Corby, 1999 graduate

Eve Omansky
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Middle School
On the 27th and 28th of January, the middle school students 
at MMCL will turn 133 Summit Street into a museum, 
complete with exhibits that are sure to inform, amaze and 
open your mind.  The sixth and eighth graders’ museum 

will take place on January 27, and the seventh graders’ will 
take place on January 28.  Presently, students and teachers 
are hard at work preparing for this much-anticipated annual 
event.  Sign up sheets will be sent home to parents in the 
next week so that you can schedule your visit.

News From the Div isions
Preparing for Museum Week
We are looking forward to our tenth annual Museum Week.  
Middle school museums will take place January 27th and 
28th and elementary school museums will take place the 
week of February 1st.  Ten years ago, a group of teachers 
and administrators, working to develop a model to authen-
tically evaluate what students were learning in their social 
studies curricula, came up with the concept of a museum.  
Students in each class would present an ‘exhibit’ to teach 
other students, teachers and their parents what they had 
learned.  As the school has grown, museum week has grown 

to include the youngest students through the eighth grade.  
Over the years, students have been involved in a whole 
range of projects from cooking Native American tribal deli-
cacies, to presenting PowerPoint presentations about the 
slave trade, to re-enacting scenes from the lives of famous 
women, to creating a game matching presidents with their 
quotes.  Not only has the museum week model allowed us 
to achieve our goal of authentic evaluation, it offers the 
added benefits of opening our doors to families and inspir-
ing younger students as they witness the exciting work that 
older students are doing. 

Continued on page 6

Lower Elementary
The lower elementary division is excited about this year’s 
Museum Week, to be held during the week of February 1st.  
Museum Week highlights the lower elementary students’ 
social studies curriculum from this year’s first semester.  
Some classes are working with Bill Borman on art projects 
that will be displayed in the classrooms for your viewing 
pleasure.  In previous years, projects have included a class 
performing a skit, a class showing a video that it has creat-
ed and displays of books written by the children. There are 
often activities which involve audience participation, there-
by making Museum Week guests part of the social studies 
learning experience.        

This year’s Museum Week themes in the lower elementary 
division are:

Anderson Room – Families
Krisberg Room – Markets
Longobardi Room – NYC Subway

In the coming weeks, parents will receive a form from 
Heather Burchyns, asking you to schedule your time to 
visit the classrooms for Museum Week.  Each classroom 
showcases its projects on one day only at three different 
times –15 minutes each session. You will be able to choose 
the session that works best for you. 

The form will indicate the specific date and times of your 
child’s classroom presentations.  Please be mindful of this 
as you are selecting your time to visit us.  We look forward 
to seeing you at Museum Week!

Elementary
Students are busily preparing for Museum Week.  All class-
es are working on projects that derive directly from their 
social studies curricula.  Students are studying, research-
ing, building and practicing their re-enactments.  A notice 
will be sent home shortly inviting parents to take part in the 
scheduled events in their child/ren’s classroom.  Each class 
has three scheduled presentations to accommodate as many 
visitors as possible.  Parents will be asked to sign up. As a 
preview, examples of what you might be learning about in 
elementary division classrooms are: the men and women 

who built the Brooklyn Bridge, the politics behind building 
the Empire State building, where the Iroquois lived in 
North America, how they built long houses and their 
myths.  Upper elementary classes will be demonstrating all 
they have learned about Medieval England including, 
among others,  the lives of monks, how castles were protect-
ed and the role of trades paople.  

Students are very excited.  We hope you will visit our class-
rooms and help celebrate the hard work of students and 
staff.
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Sixth graders will culminate their 
study of Ancient Egypt by writing 
research papers about their favorite 
Egyption gods and using things like 
costumes and posters to make short, 
individual presentations.  Seventh 
graders will work more collabora-
tively, preparing things like skits 
and dynamic presentations to con-
vey what they have learned about 
the formation of the colonies and 
the U.S. government.  Eighth grad-
ers have been studying the experi-
ences of Native Americans and 
African Americans during slavery 
and western expansion and will 
work together to create presenta-
tions and stations that focus more 
heavily on audience interaction.  
Last year, for example, eighth grad-
ers created a life-sized board game 
based on the Underground Railroad 
and invited audience members to 
participate.

Museum day at the middle school is 
a wonderful opportunity for all 
involved to learn something new, 
show support and build community 
at MMCL.  Students and teachers 
are excited to share with you all of 
the interesting projects they have 
been working on.  We hope to see 
you there!

Heather Burchyns, Mark Doty, 
Courtney Nuzum Jimenez and 
Beth Schneider

Continued from page 5 (News From the Divisions)

Last month, I wrote about Emily Futransky’s appoint-
ment as Assistant Director of the upper school, begin-
ning fall 2010. While she continues to direct the lion’s 
share of her energy and time toward her current middle 
school students and responsibilities, she has brought 
her characteristic joi de vivre to upper school planning 
discussions. Over the past couple of weeks, she and I 
conducted another round of 8th grader pizza lunches, 
which we have used as a forum to seek student input.

The pizza lunches centered on three topic areas: arts, 
extracurriculars and athletics. During this round stu-
dents separated into three groups based on the topics 
that were the most interesting and important to them. 
The electives group kicked-off the discussion series. 
These students talked about the clubs and activities 
that make an upper school lively beyond the classroom. 
From a social committee to the idea of a film apprecia-
tion society, the students came up with a wonderful 
range of ideas. The athletics group discussed topics 

including the sports that should be offered, how train-
ing/practice should change from middle to upper 
school, and some of their priorities in gym and fitness 
facilities. Finally, the arts group talked about wanting a 
curriculum that nurtured and challenged them to 
develop their formal skills in a variety of mediums. In 
addition, they helped us to think through some of the 
responses that we received from an arts questionnaire 
circulated at the previous round of pizza lunches.

We will continue to hold pizza lunches and other activi-
ties that provide students an opportunity to help us 
plan for the new upper school. Their insights are invalu-
able and it is wonderful to see them become excited 
about different aspects of the new division. Ultimately, 
we want as much input from them as possible. After all, 
nearly everything we do at MMCL is for them.

Kirk Smothers
Upper School Director

Upper School Update

Photos from last year’s 
Museum Week

Mayan counting system

Board (f loor) game based on 
the Underground R ai lroad
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During the 2008-2009 school year, three weekly Current 
Events periods were added to every sixth grader’s sched-
ule.  The timing was excellent.  Because it was an election 
year, we focused on the presidential race for the majority 
of the year.  However, since not every year is an election 
year, we needed a more universal Current Events curricu-
lum to provide our students with ongoing relevant and 
appropriate learning opportunities.  

A Parents’ Association grant allowed me to spend time 
last summer developing such a curriculum.  I utilized a 
design framework, loosely based on the “Understanding 
by Design” model developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay 
McTighe, to identify the enduring understandings that 
should be developed over the course of the year and the 
essential questions necessary to guide each learner’s 
engagement in the process. Three primary strands are 
addressed within the curriculum:  understanding the 
news, world geography and human rights.  All of our 
learning activities address one or more of the understand-
ings and are related to the exploration of the essential 
questions within each of the three strands.  Through 

these learning activi-
ties we establish a 
geographic context 
for the events that 
arise in local, nation-
al and international 
news, examine a vari-
ety of news stories 
through various 
media, and consider 
the impact of events 
on the rights of peo-
ple around the world.  

For example, in a recent class, the students read a New 
York Times article about 25 Chicago middle school stu-
dents who were arrested on charges of reckless conduct 

after a food fight 
that took place in 
their school cafete-
ria.  Considering 
the geography of 
the story helped 
our students to 
connect the events 
to their own expe-
riences.  It took 
place in a major 
American city (like 
ours), in a middle 
school (possibly 
like ours), as a 
result of a food 
fight (a context 
with which they 
are all familiar).  After reading the article, the class partic-
ipated in a student-led discussion of the impact of the 
events on the rights of the students and others in their 
school community.  These included the right to safety, the 
right to equal protection under the law, and the right to 
expect that a punishment match the severity of the crime.  
Activities like this one provide students with a framework 
they can apply to any news story in order to make sense of 
the events presented and to consider their impact on the 
people involved within the contexts in which they live.

We want our students to become critical and informed 
consumers of news media and for them to participate 
actively in the process of accessing information and devel-
oping opinions about the events in their world.  To this 
end, the Current Events curriculum will remain f lexible 
and adaptable, changing as needed to address the 
strengths and challenges represented within our diverse 
community of learners.

P.A. Gr a nt s

Developing a Current Events Curriculum 
for Sixth Graders

One of the resources used in the curriculum

Students consulting maps as they discuss current events

By Erica Fry
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How Does Your Engine Run?

MMCL’s Occupational Therapy (OT) department attended 
the Alert Program conference on September 20th and 21st, 
2009.  The course reviewed sensory processing/integration 
theory and also taught participants how to increase an indi-
vidual’s awareness of his or her body using the analogy of an 
engine running “too high,” “too low” or “just right.”   The 
course also discussed how to use different strategies to 
achieve an optimal arousal level for learning, or a “just right” 
state.  

When our engines are running too high, the following feel-
ings or behaviors may be noted: excitement, overstimulation, 
overwhelmed, body fidgeting or anxiety.  When our engines 
are running too low, the following may be observed: slump-
ing posture, sleepiness or lethargy.  When our engines are 
running just right, we are functioning at our best and learn-
ing occurs most easily.  Feelings or behaviors observed in this 
optimal state are: calmness, focus, alertness, adequate pos-
ture and readiness.

How is YOUR Engine Running? When do you feel low ener-
gy, high energy or just right during your day? The arousal 
state of the body is an unconscious process that f luctuates. 
For example, you may start your day ready to go but then 
finding yourself stuck in a boring meeting, you may use strat-
egies to help keep yourself awake, such as drinking coffee, 
tapping your foot, chewing on your pen, fidgeting in your 
seat and/or doodling.  Having self-awareness and self-under-
standing can help match your energy needs to your sur-
roundings.

The Alert Program identifies five ways to consider changing 
and managing your engine levels.  These include inputting 
stimulation to 1. oral motor (mouth), 2. vestibular and prop-
rioceptive (movement), 3. tactile (touch), 4. visual (look) and 
5. auditory (listen).  Some strategies for each sensory area 
follow.

1. Oral motor:  suck on hard candy, eat something 
crunchy and/or eat a cold popsicle.
2. Movement: rock in a rocking chair, ride a bike and/or 
do isometrics/lift weights. 
3. Tactile input: pet an animal, fidget with coins in pocket 
and/or receive a massage. 
4. Visual input: watch a fish tank, dim lighting and/or 
open windows/shades.  
5. Auditory input: listen to a variety of music, hum and/or 
read out loud.

Although the course material was quite familiar to our 
department, we came away from the conference with an array 
of strategies to help meet student needs and get a better sense 

of how to impart the concepts of sensory processing to the 
MMCL community.

Various strategies have been implemented in the lower ele-
mentary division. During Language and OT class, the focus 
is on introducing the language concepts of the program and 
doing various activities to increase awareness of the students’ 
engine states.  The core concepts of the Alert Program were 
reviewed at a morning meeting with the teachers to help pro-
mote carryover and a shared language.  Sensory break cards 
that distinguish activities that either help to increase or 
decrease arousal levels were made and distributed to class-
room teachers.  In this division, teachers primarily organize 
whole-group sensory breaks and occasionally allow students 
to take individual sensory breaks depending on their needs.  

In the elementary and upper elementary divisions we have 
formalized a movement break program.  This program con-
sists of a choice of a movement break card and a two-minute 
timer to increase students’ self awareness, increase students’ 
self regulation and increase attention to help their bodies be 
ready to look listen and learn.  Additionally, high/low/just 
right energy charts have been created and used for students 
during the sensory motor classes and during pull-out sessions 
to help increase students’ awareness of their energy levels 
before and after activities. Using the Alert Program terminol-
ogy has been very helpful when teaching students about their 
sensory needs and when developing strategies for sensory 
diets.

The OT department has found the Alert Program to be a 
simple, successful framework for supporting children to self 
regulate and function optimally at home and school.  
Children learn what to do when they need to sit down and 
concentrate if their engines are running high or low. Teachers 
learn what they can do during transitions to wake up engines 
and minds for better focus in the classroom.  Lastly, parents 
learn what they can do to keep their child in an optimal alert 
state using simple changes in daily routines such as move-
ment before school, packing crunchy food in a lunch box or 
jumping on a trampoline after school. These changes may be 
all that is needed to keep engines running just right.

For more information: http://www.alertprogram.com/ 

Alyssa Fagan
Occupational Therapist Lower Elementary Division 

Diane Lupow
Occupational Therapist

Lynnette Dagossa
Occupational Therapist
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We would like to thank the following individuals who have so 
generously contributed to this year’s Mary McDowell Cen-
ter Fund, the school's annual fund.  Each year, we depend on 
the annual fund to provide direct funding for educational ini-
tiatives that tuition alone does not cover.  We need everyone’s 
participation to reach this year’s goals of $250,000 and 100% 
parent participation. 

No gift is too small, and every gift counts.  In this, the school’s 
25th anniversary year, please think carefully about what you 
can give, and please stretch your giving to the fullest extent 
possible. 

We are very grateful to all of you who have given.  
As of January 6th , 2010*, contributions total $168,477.

The Mary McDowell Center Fund 2009-10

Trustees and Former Trustees
Alan Alpert and Linda Trotta
John and Helen Bender
Martha Bernard
Nell Clark
Trudy Craney-Germans
Joseph Gosler and Sheila Wolper
Arline Krisberg
Talmadge and Edith Neece
Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney
Susan and Kanti Rai
Alan and Lisa Sinsheimer
Milt Sleeter and Joel Herman
Randi Beth Small and Tom McMahon
Robert D. Vitalo
David Warren and Helen Lee-Warren
Susan L. Weiner
Sherri Weiser-Horwitz and 
     Michael Horwitz
Sue and Joel Wolfe
Pamela Wood 

Parents
Anonymous (2)
Shirley Abraham
Joseph and Jeanne-Marie Accetta
Javier Alvarez and Nuria Lopez
Linda Anton
Nell Archer and Nancy Webster
Eileen Ayling
Mark and Diane Baker
Nathan Benn and Rebecca Abrams
Stephen and Kimberly Biehle
Mindy Boslow
Larry and Vicki Botel
Frederick and Susan Bremer
Steven and Debra Brenman
Peter and Cathy Brown
Stephen and Tracy Callahan
Peter and Heather Campbell
Kenneth Westlund and Mary Ann Cassidy
Mary Chan
Ernest and Donna Chornyei
Tjebbo Penning and Marya Cohn

William Diodato and 
     Linda Hilfiker-Diodato
John and Margaret Doherty
Timothy and Kimberly Dowling
Howard Epstein and Sandra Hartog
Robert Fasano and Susan Dooha
Henry Ferris and Nancy Weltchek
Riccardo and Josephine Fischioni
Roger Gilchrist and Ellynne Skove
George Gilpin and Gigi Sharp
Nicholas and Jacqueline Gravante
Zeph Grunschlag
Hugo Guinness and Elliott Puckette
John and Gina Gutzeit
Daniel and Lauren Hellberg
David and Kathryn Hwang
John Illig and Merry Alpern-Illig
Thomas and Amy Jakobson
Kurt Kauper and Annelizabeth Wells
Vadim Khazatsky and Monica Panzani
Colleen Kelly
Andreas Killen and Marie Sacco
Michael Klebnikov and 
     Alexandra Ourusoff
Keith Kleinick
David and Shelley Kruth
Frank and Irene Lee
David and Mary Jane Lifson
Elizabeth Mair
Andrew Mandell and 
     Marilyn Gold-Mandell
Alain and Claudina Marcus
Lou and Francoise Mazzone
Andrew and Christine Merola
George Michael and Miriam Mayerson
Robert and Bethany Millard
David Moldenhauer and Julia Lichtblau
John Monti and Irene Hultman Monti
Maria Nunes
Pedro Pedraza and Enercida Guerrero
Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney
Elizabeth Radcliffe
Ernie and Carolyn Roth
James and Judith Ross

Soumilia Sidibe and Maria Bassi
Richard and Faye Silberberg
Michael Slater and Leslye Noyes
Anthony and Terilyn Stewart
Philip and Ann Marie Thomas
Theodore Tabasso and Mea Townsend
Basil Williams and Heather Shamsai
Joseph Wood and Jamie Smida
Thomas and Brigitte Yohe

Grandparents
Hale and Mildred Alpern
Hy Dooha
Jerry and Harriet Dorf
Dan and Babette Fisch
Frank and Ruth Ga Nun
Peter and Ellen Jakobson
Carol Feinberg
Carol Kelleher
Shannon Kelly
Ron and Isobel Konecky
Howard Levenberg and Nancy Glube
Emily Mandell
Uriel and Sareva Naor
Joseph Silberberg
Warren and Flo Sinsheimer
James and Jean Smida

Alumni and Parents and Grandparents 
of Alumni
Anonymous (1)
Alan Alpert and Linda Trotta
Richard Bearak and Adrianne Wallace
Eunice Becker
Andrew and Emily Berger
Richard and Maureen Carruthers
Howard Chernick and June Zeitlin
Robert and Dorothy Cook
Christopher Cosma and Denise Amses
Trudy Craney-Germans
Randall Doud and Susan Lightfoot Doud
Nancy Feinberg
Kenneth Fuller and Anni Beherec

Continued on page 10
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Answers to MMCL history questions 
from page one

1) Myrtle  

2) Physical Education teacher 

3) Wooden bench in the reception area

Alumni and Parents and Grandparents 
of Alumni continued 
David and Camille Gillespie
Amy Goldin and Nancy Lu
Jennifer Green
Michael Green and Andrea Hirshman
Marc Gross and Susan Ochshorn
Tracy Gross
Jose Gutierrez and Emily Berger
Michael Hirsch and Lee Levin
Barton and Sharon Inkeles
Norman and Laurin Kleiman
Thomas Lee and Joan Giambusso
Fay Leoussis
Edward and Mary Miller
Fred Myers and Faye Ginsburg
Tom Ott and Peter Bingham
Thomas and Linda Quigley
Rayna Rapp
David Sidman and Marjorie Landa
Phil Silvestri and Rita Senders Silvestri
Randi Beth Small and Tom McMahon
Jacob Tobin
Sherri Weiser-Horwitz and 
     Michael Horwitz

Friends
Lauren Baum
Robert and Bernice Berk
Judith Bickart
Marvin and Ellen Ciporen

Rebecca K. Givan
Marjorie Gorkin
Michele Kule-Korgood
Gregory Macosko and Sharon Zane
Greg and Kim Manocherian
Joan Marshall
Aricka Martinez
Robert Mofenson and June Pintchik 
John Nuzum
Lois Schiffer
Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Segal
Frederick and Jane Sillman
Regina Skyer
Bernard and Shirley Zlotowitz
Robin Zlotowitz

Staff and Former Staff
Anonymous (1) 
Hally Bayer
Karen Beja and Hal Weiner
Vera Donovan
Orla Dunstan and Robert Salmieri
Deborah Edel and Teddy Minucci
Mary and Chris Hadley
Melvyn and Lorna Littner
Diane Lupow
L.J. Mitchell
Leslyn and Don Rigoni
Beth Schneider and Steve McFarland
Bevin Small
Kirk Smothers and Sarah Clarke
Katherine Sorel

Liz Yamin and Ron Singer

Foundations/Organizations
Denis P. and Carol A. Kelleher 
     Charitable Foundation
Harry Stern Family Foundation
Law Offices of Skyer, Castro, 
     Cutler and Gersten
The Louis and Lucille Jakobson 
     Foundation
Maurice & Carol J. Feinberg Family 
     Foundation, Inc.
Roe Foundation, Inc.
The Warren J. and Florence Sinsheimer 
     Foundation, Inc.

* * *

*Due to printing deadlines, all gifts received 
after January 6th, 2010 will be 
acknowledged in the February Center 
News.

This report gratefully acknowledges gifts 
received between July 1, 2009 and January 
6th, 2010.  Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of this report.  If there 
are any errors, please accept our apologies 
and notify the Development Office at 718-
625-3939, ext. 2223.

Continued from page 9 (MMC Fund)

Bi r t hday  Book Club

Susan Kent-Miller and Neil Miller for Davis Miller

Lyn Koppe and Stewart Otley for Zachary Otley

Josephine and Riccardo Fischioni for Matthew Fischioni

Philip and Anne Marie Thomas for Philip Thomas

Kellie Hart and Alasdair Philip for Emma Philip

Thank you to the following families who recently participat-
ed in the Birthday Book Club.  This is a great opportunity to 

bring new and wonderful books to our library.
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Jan u ar y  2 0 1 0
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4

SCHOOL 
RESUMES

5
Boys Basketball
vs. Bank St.
4pm - home

Girls Basketball
vs. Bank St.
5pm - home

6 7 8

Penn & Levi 
Rooms Trip to 
the Met

9

10 11 12
Girls Basketball
vs. C&C
4pm - home

Boys Basketball
vs. Montessori
4pm - away

8th Grade Par-
ents’ Meeting at 
7pm at Summit 
Street

13 14
Meeting For 
Martin Luther 
King

Boys Basketball
vs. C&C
4pm - TBD

15

NO SCHOOL  
for ES

16

17 18

Martin Luther 
King Day 
NO SCHOOL

19

7th Grade 
Parents’ Meet-
ing at 7 pm at 
Summit Street

20

Aladdin Junior 
at 7 pm @ Sum-
mit Street

21

Aladdin Junior 
at 7 pm at Sum-
mit Street

22
Penn & Levi 
Rooms Trip to 
Cloisters

Fry Room Trip 
to the Met

23

24

    31

25 26
Girls Basketball
2-day tourna-
ment vs. C&C, 
Friends & 
Churchill
3:30/5pm  
at Churchill

27
6th & 8th grade 
Museum Day

Girls Basketball
2-day tournament 
vs. C&C, Friends 
& Churchill
3:30/5pm  
at Churchill

28
7th grade 
Museum Day

Boys Basketball
2-day tourna-
ment, 4pm  
at Churchill

29
Last Day of First 
Semester

Boys Basketball
2-day tourna-
ment, 4pm   
at Churchill

30

8th Grade 
leaves for 
Costa Rica

MS  = Middle School  (Summit Street)

 ES  = UED + ED + LED

= Upper Elementary Division
	 i.e.  Penn, Coffin & Fry Rms.
= Elementary Division
	 i.e. Cuffe, Mott, Obadiah, Fell , Fox  & Whittier Rms. 
= Lower Elementary Division
	 i.e. Anderson, Krisberg, Longobardi Rms.

UED

ED

LED
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Feb r u ar y  2 0 1 0
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

Boys Basketball
vs. VCS
4:15 pm - home

4 5 6

8th Grade 
Returns From 
Costa Rica

7 8 9
Boys Basketball
vs. Montessori
4pm - home

Girls Basketball
vs. VCS
4:15 pm - away

10

PA Meeting

11

Girls Basketball
vs. Churchill
4:15 pm - home

12

100th Day of 
School

13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21

    28

22

Boys Basketball
vs. St. Luke’s
4:15 pm - home

23 24

Coffee & Chat
at Summit 
Street, 8:30 am

25

Girls Basketball
2-day tournament 
3:30/5 pm  
at St. Luke’s

26

Girls Basketball
2-day tournament 
3:30/5 pm  
at St. Luke’s

27

MS  = Middle School  (Summit Street)

 ES  = UED + ED + LED

= Upper Elementary Division
	 i.e.  Penn, Coffin & Fry Rms.
= Elementary Division
	 i.e. Cuffe, Mott, Obadiah, Fell , Fox  & Whittier Rms. 
= Lower Elementary Division
	 i.e. Anderson, Krisberg, Longobardi Rms.

UED

ED

LED

E le me nt a r y  S c ho ol  M u s e u m   We e k ,  Feb  1s t  -  5t h

M I D-W I N T ER BR E A K : NO SCHOOL
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     Read-A-Thon Rules
1.	 Reading before and after school and during recess counts.

2.	 Reading from before the official beginning of the Read-A-Thon does not count.

3.	 Assigned reading during class time does not count, but free time reading does count.

4.	 You can only read a book once for the Read-A-Thon.

5.	 Reading aloud to other people counts.  If you read to your friends or your family members, it counts!

6.	 Other people reading aloud to you counts.

7.	 Reading aloud to the dog, the cat or any family pet counts.

8.	 Reading in a tree, on the bus, in the car, on an airplane, in a hotel and under the bed with a f lashlight counts.

9.	 Reading in the dark, underwater, upside down or with your eyes closed does not count.

10. Getting up early in the morning, or staying up later at night counts - if you  have your parent's permission.

11. Reading instead of doing your homework does not count.

12. Reading instead of watching TV does count.

13. Reading over vacation counts.

14. Reading anything counts-even cereal boxes!

15. NO guessing or rounding off minutes.  Please look at the clock or use a timer or stopwatch to clock your time.   

Please be honest so that it will be fair and fun for everyone!

16. The last day to read for the school Read-A-Thon is Friday, February 26th, 2009.

Dear Parents,

Save the date - on Thursday, January 28th, our fifth annual 
Read-A-Thon begins to help raise money for our sister 
school in Uganda and other worthy causes.  This is a pro-
gram that is also designed to bring students together with 
family and friends to encourage reading and to build litera-
cy skills.

The Read-A-Thon will begin on Thursday, January 28th 
and end on Friday, February 26th.

Participants may read on their own, in class or with family 
and friends. Listening to someone else read, or reading to 
someone else, also counts toward total minutes your child 
will need to read. Please read the Read-A-Thon rules below.

Attached you will find the record sheet to be used to keep 
track of the minutes your child reads. When complete, 

please sign the sheet(s) and have your child return the 
sheet(s) and money to the school. We will keep a weekly 
record sheet at the school and send it home every Friday so 
you will know how many minutes your child reads at 
school. You may use the attached Sponsor pledge form to 
keep track of your sponsors and how much they will donate. 
At the end of the Read-A-Thon, every class that raises at 
least $275 will get a pizza party.

We are all looking forward to participating in the school-
wide Read-A-Thon.  We will keep you informed about the 
progress of the program and ways in which you can help 
your child be successful.

If you have any questions about the program, please feel 
free to contact either one of us.

Sincerely.
Debbie  &  Lori 

Read-A-Thon
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